
20180309-Notes from NP SG Meeting 

Attendance:


Richard Carrow - Councillor and Chairman NP Steering Group

Tony Garland - Resident

Peter Harvey - Chairman Burghclere Parish Council

Neil Homer - ONeill Homer Consultants

Cliff James - Councillor

Denis Matthews - Resident

Alison Stanton - Resident


Apologies:


Chris Saint - Treasurer Pinder Recreational Trust


1.	 RC welcomed OH and Alison Stanton and provided the following update:


a. Burghclere Parish Council has agreed the appointment of OH.  OH asked for a formal let-
ter of appointment by BPC (since actioned).


b. B&DBC has designated the neighbourhood area designation and is carrying out a formal 
notification process, informing the planning policy database and Schedule 1 listed bodies.


c. The Parish Clerk has added a NP page to the Parish website.


d. Good progress has been made compiling lists of local businesses, organisations and 
clubs.


e. CJ has added an events calendar to the Village website.  This will eventually move to the 
Parish website.


f. Planning is now in Stage 2 of the roadmap.


g. A draft ‘What makes Burghclere Special’ was circulated to help shape the ‘Have Your Say’ 
Event on 6 Apr.


2.	 RC added that B&DBC had indicated that the housing need in accordance with the local 
plan was for 5 houses, nevertheless added that pressure to add more was likely given recent 
Government changes to the draft National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) published on Mon 5 
Mar.


3.	 In discussion:


a. OH stressed that neighbourhood planning offered local communities the chance to look 
forward and consider what their future might be in 5-10-15 years.  Although this was prin-
cipally about housing, it was equally the chance to realise changes that would benefit the 
community as a whole.  An example might be to support local businesses, increasing the 
housing stock to support them, which might allow the betterment or introduction of other 
facilities, such as a village shop.


b. OH will help the SG look for solutions, specifically priorities and policies.  It is an iterative 
process with possible solutions being tested with landowners and others, prior to arriving 
at a vision and objectives and being presented again for consultation.  Engagement with 
all stakeholders, such as schools and businesses, and across age groups was essential.  
Moreover this needed recording as the evidence base for the NP.


c. OH noted that the Parish Settlement Policy Boundary (SPB) reflected the latest iteration of 
the local plan.




d. OH stressed the importance of early engagement with the Local Council and ensuring that 
policies we developed:

• were site specific

• made a difference 

• meshed with the Local Plan.


e. OH noted that the on-site delivery of affordable housing is only possible on schemes of 11 
or more homes (but on schemes of 6 or more homes if located in the AONB) to be consis-
tent with national planning policy.


f. The SG should aim to take one year till plan submission.


g. It was noted that the Village Design Statement is considered ‘supplementary guidance’ by 
the Local Council and has no statutory force, unlike a NP.  Nevertheless OH felt that 
Burghclere’s VDS was offered much from which to build the NP.


h. 6 Apr Event. 


(1) It was important to set out and scope people’s ambition for the Parish e.g.: “What do 
we want?” “What can we do?” “How can we be more successful?”.


(2) Care should be taken not to overly limit ambition, to say just the minimum number of 
houses: the risk being to do so would likely mean a shorter shelf-life for the Plan.


(3) Displays should play to the strength of the village with maps, photos and activities of 
village groups, e.g. WI, Miniature Railway etc.


(4) Focus should be on few principal headings but which cover a range of issues e.g.: Fa-
cilities, Housing, Environment and Business.  These will need refinement and explana-
tion when presented.


(5) Neighbouring Parishes should be invited to attend.


i. Following 6 Apr meeting Task Groups should be established to carry out ‘innovative think-
ing’.  Groups may disagree with each other, but from this solutions, as described above, 
can be arrived at.


j. An Inception Meeting with B&DBC should be held in Apr.


k. Grants for consultancy support will be available from 1 Apr and the SG should plan ac-
cordingly.



