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Minutes of an ordinary meeting of Burghclere Parish Council held on 

 4th January 2021 at 7pm and in accordance with current guidance this was held virtually 

via “Zoom” 

 

Present: Cllrs R Carrow (Chair), A Crowley (Vice Chair), S Whiting, G Morton,  

I Collins, B Canning and A Wason  

   

  Borough Cllr J Izett  (from item 7 and up to & including item 11) 

  County Cllr T Thacker (up to & including item 5) 

J Letsome (Clerk) 
 

 

1. Apologies 
 

None. 

 

2. Declaration of members’ interests for this meeting 

 

Cllr Morton declared an interest with regards to Item 10 on the agenda (item 9 in the 

minutes). 

 

3. Confirm minutes of the meeting held on 7th December 2020 

 

The minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 7th December 2020 had been circulated 

prior to the meeting, Cllr Carrow proposed they be accepted as a true record, this was 

agreed by all. 

 

4. Review Progress of actions from meeting held on 7th December 2020 

 

The Clerk provided an update on progress of the actions, as follows: 

 

Item 

No: 
Action Due by Progress Owner 

3 Upload approved November meeting minutes to 

website 

 Actioned Clerk 

8 Obtain more information on Covid-19 statistics  Actioned Cllr Izett 

9 Submit response re planning application 
20/03074/HSE 

23/12/20 Actioned Clerk 

10 Consult with Chief Planning Officer re submission 

of recovery request 
11/12/20 Actioned Cllr Izett 

10 Submit response to Bishop’s Green Development  Actioned Cllr Carrow 
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11 Arrange Pinder Strategy meeting  Outstanding 

– to be 

discussed in 

Pinder 

meeting 

Cllr 

Crowley 

12 Upload Footpath & Tree officer roles to website  Actioned Clerk 

12 Prepare revised Litterwarden Risk Assessment for 

approval 
 Actioned Cllr Wason 

13 Parish Magazine Article re Councillor Vacancy 11/12/20 Actioned Cllr Wason 

14 Advise grant applicant of decision  Actioned Clerk 

15 Finalise Lengthsman tasks for January and submit 

schedule 
 Outstanding 

– to be 

discussed in 

meeting 

Clerk 

16 Accept quote for tree work and arrange completion To take 

place in 

Xmas break 

Actioned Cllr Morton 

20 New website link to be shared  Actioned Cllr 

Crowley 

21 BACS Payments to be processed  Actioned Cllr Carrow 

21 Prepare final draft budget for approval  Actioned Clerk 

21 Respond to Census email  Actioned Clerk 

 

 

5. County Councillor Report 
 

Cllr Thacker reported that: 

 

C45 

Hants CC had responded promptly to a complaint of flooding by undertaking 

excavation work and adding a drainage ditch to alleviate the problem. 

  
Broken Way 

Hants CC had agreed the ice signs were unnecessary and would be removing them in 

March 2021. 

 

Cllr Carrow advised Cllr Thacker that he had been advised by Highways England that 

they considered the issue of parking on the A34 bridge at Tothill to be within the remit 

of B&DBC.  Cllr Thacker agreed to take this up with Hants CC on receipt of the 

relevant information from Cllr Carrow. 
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6. Parishioners’s open time 

 

There were no Parishioners present or comments raised. 

 

7.      Chairman’s comments 

 

Cllr Carrow spoke to the report attached at Appendix 1, adding that: 

 

War Memorial – An email had been received with details of a request to have the war 

memorial cleaned in recognition of it being in place for 100 years.  On discussion, it 

was agreed that Cllr Carrow would respond to confirm the memorial was an asset of 

the Parish Council and further consideration would be given to the issue, taking into 

account the need to undertake work that may risk damaging the stone.  It was noted that 

Cllr Canning had the role of “Keeper of Burghclere Treasure” and had the necessary 

information and knowledge to lead on this matter.  This approach was agreed by all.  

 

8.      Coronavirus 
 

Cllr Carrow said further to his report in Appendix 1 he had since received one request 

for assistance.  

 

Cllr Whiting reported that the community care group had delivered parcels around the 

village. 

. 

9. Planning applications received since 7th December 2020 

Cllr Carrow gave an overview of the application below that had required a response 

prior to 4th January 2021 and was therefore reviewed by the Planning Working Group 

(with input from the Tree Officer) and response submitted as given. 

T/00624/20/TPO 6 Stembridge Close, Burghclere RG20 9AL 

 Hollies – Prune, 5 Oaks - Prune 

 

Response:  It was noted that there was only a hand drawn plan with no clear 

specification     of the work to be undertaken.  Concerns were raised with regards to 

retaining the Hollies as a screen to the neighbouring property, and that pruning the Oaks 

could potentially destroy trees that were otherwise healthy. 

 

10.      Planning 
 

Cllr Carrow had nothing further to add to a previously circulated report as attached at 

Appendix 1. 

 

Cllr Morton asked if further information was available regarding earlier concerns he 

had raised on the Greenmantle planning application.  Cllr Crowley would find and share 

further details of the plan. 
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11. Borough Councillor Report 

 

Borough Cllr Izett reported on: 

 

Covid-19 – Cllr Izett understood there to be a significant increase in the weekly cases 

in the Borough, with a rise from 286 to 424 cases per 100,000 in the most recent 7 day 

period.   

He understood that the majority of schools had reopened after the Christmas period, 

with the few closures mostly being due to staff shortages.  However, he expected a 

further update on the situation in the Borough to reflect an anticipated Government 

announcement. 
 

Falcon Appeal – Cllr Izett shared in the Parish Council’s triumph in persuading the 

planning inspector to dismiss the appeal, noting it was due to having well researched 

and argued points.  He noted that the inspector had referred to the Neighbourhood Plan 

being a key element in the decision.  Cllr Izett felt it had saved the parish from an 

unwelcome development.   

 

Cllr Carrow thanked Cllr Izett for his comments, but expressed concerns regarding the 

Planning Officer’s oversight in not giving the issue of prematurity sufficient worth by 

raising it.  Cllr Carrow felt that leaving it to Parish Councils to make such crucial 

arguments, not all of whom might be in a position to do so risked failure at appeal and 

therefore would jeopardise the concept of neighbourhood planning in the borough.  This 

would adversely impact on those still undertaking neighbourhood plans or intending to 

do so.   Cllr Carrow asked this was raised in Council but after discussion Cllr Izett 

agreed to raise this with the Chief and Deputy Planning Officers. 

 

Draft SHELAA – Cllr Izett confirmed this had been published, but was not to be seen 

as a verdict on the suitability of the land that had been made available.  

 

Cllr Morton raised concerns on two proposals contained in the document – the land at 

Norman Farm and the potential for substantial office and industrial development in the 

Tothill area.  Cllr Carrow said that he had previously discussed this with the Chair of 

Highclere Parish Council to register a linked interest in the H001 SHELAA listing. 

 

On further discussion it was agreed that Cllr Izett would refer the proposed sites when 

communicating with the Chief & Deputy Planning Officers about the appeal, stating 

that the Parish did not expect any of the proposed industrial sites to be found useful. 

 

Draft White Paper - It was noted that the controversial proposed new method for 

calculating housing numbers had been dropped and would revert to the original method, 

which would lead to a small increase from 850 to 835 when the Local Plan was deemed 

to be out of date in May 2021.  He expected a further White Paper to be produced.  
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12. Documents for Review and Agreement 

Litter warden Risk Assessment 

Cllr Wason had previously circulated an amended draft for comment, she would make 

further amendments, including the addition of a form to enable the reporting of anti 

social behaviour, before circulating with all for final approval.  Once approved, the 

Staffing Committee would take responsibility for ensuring it was shared with the Litter 

warden. 

 

13. Councillor Vacancy 

 

There had been no expressions of interest. 

    

14. Grant Applications 

 

An application from the Church had been received for £800 towards Churchyard 

maintenance costs for the financial year 2021/22.  On discussion this was agreed, they 

would be invited to submit an invoice at the appropriate time. 

 

15. Lengthsman  

 

The Clerk reported that the next scheduled visit would take place on 11th January 2021.  

It was agreed that cutting around signposts and telegraph poles would be the main tasks, 

and  they would be asked to clear a blocked drain in Spring Lane if time allowed.  Cllr 

Whiting agreed to provide supervision on the day. 

 

16. Trees 

 

Cllr Morton reported that work had been successfully completed on both trees that were 

near the playground, with the chippings deposited as agreed.  

 

17. Footpaths report  

Cllr Carrow spoke to a report as given in Appendix 1.  He added that Countryside 

Services had changed the link to the footpaths map which now indicated ‘how to report 

a fault’.  This was confusing and it transpired that the green button to report a fault 

actually took you to the footpaths map.  He had asked Countryside Services to amend 

the button nomenclature to clarify that it both allowed for fault reporting and access to 

the footpaths map. 

 

18. Hampshire 2050 Climate Change 

 

Cllr Carrow reported that the guides being produced by Overton Parish Council had not 

yet been released.   

 

Cllr Wason confirmed she wished to attend the presentation of the Greening Campaign, 

which would be presented on 14th January 2021. 
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Cllr Crowley noted the potential opportunities that emerging government policies 

would present in respect of community initiatives, as well as measures the Parish and 

Pinder could implement.  On discussion the benefits of developing a strategy were 

agreed. 

 

19. Parish Website & IT 

 

Cllr Crowley gave an update on progress being made towards completion of the new 

website, he had circulated a link to all Councillors to enable them to view its appearance 

and layout.  He invited comments to be submitted prior to the intended launch during 

February 2021. 

 

The Clerk reported that new email addresses were being set up for all Councillors to 

enable them to ensure there was separation between parish and personal emails.  Further 

details regarding the setting up procedure would be shared after the meeting.  Cllr 

Crowley offered to provide assistance with setting them up as required. 

 

20. Accounts 

 

To review and approve monthly payments and bank reconciliation 

The Clerk had previously circulated the payments for January for approval, together 

with invoices and supporting paperwork and as detailed below.  These were approved 

for payment via BACS. 

 

Budget Section  Date Details  Cheque Amount  

Expenditure         

Salary/PAYE 01/01/2021 F Knott - Litterwarden SO £453.44 

Salary/PAYE 01/01/2021 J Letsome - Salary  BACS £520.00 

Courses/Admin 01/01/2021 J Letsome - Expenses  BACS £41.72 

Salary/PAYE 01/01/2021 HMRC re F Knott PAYE BACS £90.60 

Other 01/01/2021 Greentips BACS £960.00 

Grant 23/12/2020 Burghclere with Newtown PCC BACS £700.00 

    £2,765.76 

 

 

 

She reported that an additional payment was due to Cllr Morton of £52.15 for the cost 

of a ground cover membrane that was required as part of the recent work on the trees 

undertaken by Greentips.  This was approved by all for payment on receipt of the 

invoice. 
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The Clerk had previously circulated a bank reconciliation completed to 14th December 

2020, together with the bank statement and showing: 

 

• A balance in the Treasurers account of £13,589.65 

• The balance in the Business Bank Instant Account stood at £6803.73. 

• The balance in the Newbury Building Society account stood at £19292.87 

 

She reported that the Treasurers account balance as of 5th January 2021 was 

£12,436.21. 

 

To review current budget & cashflow summary 

 

This had previously been circulated to all Councillors and it was noted that there were 

no significant changes since the previous month. 

 

To review updated draft budget 2021/22 in preparation for Precept Request 

 

The Clerk spoke to a previously circulated draft budget.  On discussion it was agreed 

that the budget for hedge cutting should be increased to £500.  Cllr Morton proposed 

that the Precept request be submitted for £14879, this was seconded by Cllr Canning 

and agreed by all.  The Clerk would prepare the submission form for signature. 

 

21. Clerk’s Report 

 

The Clerk had previously circulated an email giving details of the CiLCA course for 

2021 which she wished to undertake.  The estimated cost of £818 had been provided 

for in the budget.  The Staffing Committee proposed this request be authorised and this 

was agreed by all. 

 

She reminded Cllrs of the need to submit new Register of Members’ Interest Forms as 

outlined in a recent email.  It was noted that these could be better completed when the 

new email addresses were released.  

 

22. Future Meetings 

 

The next meeting to be held on Monday 1st February 2021 at 7pm. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.24 pm 
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Actions from January Meeting: 

 

 

Item 

No: 

Action Due by Progress Owner 

3 Upload approved December meeting minutes to 

website 

  Clerk 

5 Pass relevant information re A34 bridge at Tothill 

to Cllr Thacker 

 Actioned Cllr Carrow 

7 Respond to email re cleaning of war memorial  Actioned Cllr Carrow 

9 Obtain more detail on Greenmantle planning 

application 
  Cllr 

Crowley 

11 Contact Chief & Deputy Planning Officers re 

Falcon appeal and SHELLA 

 Actioned Cllr Izett 

12 Complete final version of Litterwarden Risk 

Assessment and circulate for approval 

  Cllr Wason 

14 Advise grant applicant of decision   Clerk 

15 Submit Lengthsman schedule for 11th January 2021 8/1/21  Clerk 

19 New email addresses to be shared   Clerk 

20 BACS Payments to be processed  Actioned Cllr Carrow 

20 Amend budget 21/22   Clerk 

20 Submit Precept Request 31/1/21  Clerk 

21 Register for CilCA course   Clerk 

21 Submit new Register of Members of Interest forms   All those 

outstanding 
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Appendix 1 

 

Chairman’s comments: 

 

- Welcome to New Year.  This year will see some major events: we will engage with 

and hopefully complete the new PC website, the NP referendum, Portal Hall windows and 

Pinder marketing. 

 

- Storm Bella - flooding in Harts Hollow was reported to TW & the EA on 27 Dec. 

 

- Parking at Tothill.  Highways England rang before Christmas.  The manhole cover 

has been repaired.  They consider the issue of parking on the bridge to be for B&DBC.  This 

is an issue that they acknowledge has rumbled on for many years and it appears to me that 

no-one is taking responsibility for it.  Highways noted that even if bollards were installed 

some HGVs were equipped to move them.  According to them the police have indicated 

parking enforcement would be a low priority.  Any resolution needs to be considered at 

Borough/County Council level and if agreed we should inform respective Councillors 

accordingly. 

 

Coronavirus - Chairman’s comments:  No requests for help sought over Christmas at time of 

writing (30 Dec).  With the rapid spread of the new strain, further restrictions are likely and 

we should ask all to be especially vigilant, and review the use of the Portal Hall in light of 

any further guidance we receive. 

 

Planning - Chairman’s comments: 

 

- Appeal update.  The appeal dismissal by PINS is good news.  It is possible that the 

appellant could take it to the High Court.  Although this is a high bar it cannot be ruled out.  

If the NP is unsuccessful at referendum it is certain another application would be made as 

housing numbers would play more strongly in their favour. 

 

- Carlton.  With profuse apologies from the Planning Officer late pm on 23 Dec, the 

LPA has considered the appeal and does not think there are grounds for challenge.  I agree 

with this assessment, not least as we have never sought to overturn it.  In their view the 

Inspector did take the NP into account and gave it weight although regrettably failed to 

comment on it explicitly.  I have indicated that this oversight, which is unfortunate, is for the 

LPA to consider whether to follow up with PINS; unless you advise otherwise I would not 

plan to do so. 

 

- Neighbourhood Plan update.  As mentioned this is now scheduled for May this year, 

although in my view much will depend on whether restrictions will prevent all the 

preliminary activity for our and other referenda taking place.  Finalising the document - 

principally the maps which requires B&DBC GIS support, which will be tricky with new 

lockdown restrictions - and working out an activity timeline will be my top priority this 

month.  Before Christmas Highclere Estate were informed about the appeal and the 

referendum date and it is expected we will engage again with them in the weeks and months 

ahead. 
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- 4 Weir Vale Cottages.  The planning officer has approved the application for a garage 

extension as shown in the architect’s drawings.  As the present construction is not in the same 

place, enforcement has been notified.  We will need to continue to monitor. 

 

- Action Hampshire are running a community-led housing virtual event 10-1700 19 

Jan.  Anyone interested please let me know.  I have booked to attend. 

 

Footpaths - Footpath Officer comments: 

 

No specific report on local footpaths, which are very well used and given the weather 

commensurately sodden.  Countryside Services invited me to attend a Leadership session 

before Christmas; this was aimed at getting attendees qualified to oversee projects and 

volunteers elsewhere in respective regions across Hampshire and would include first aid and 

brush cutter training later this month. 

 

Hampshire 2050 Climate Change - Chairman’s comments: 

 

- A meeting took place on 17 Dec, for which minutes are still awaited.  Although 

Renewable Overton were hoping to release their guides before Christmas, these had not been 

finalised and would be issued when complete in the New Year. 

 

- Terena Plowright will present her Greening Campaign, which has been successful 

elsewhere in Hampshire, at 7 pm on Thurs 14 Jan.  She delivered this at the HCC Climate 

Change meeting a year ago and prompted a lot of interest.  If anyone wishes to attend please 

let me know. 

 


