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Minutes of an ordinary meeting of Burghclere Parish Council held on 

 1st February 2021 at 7pm and in accordance with current guidance this was held virtually 

via “Zoom” 

 

Present: Cllrs R Carrow (Chair), A Crowley (Vice Chair), S Whiting, G Morton,  

I Collins and B Canning 

   

  Borough Cllr J Izett  (from item 9 and up to & including item 13) 

  County Cllr T Thacker (up to & including item 6) 

J Letsome (Clerk) 

J Parkes 
 

 

1. Apologies 
 

Cllr Wason 

 

2. Declaration of members’ interests for this meeting 

 

None declared 

 

3. Confirm minutes of the meeting held on 4th January 2021 

 

The minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 4th January 2021 had been circulated prior 

to the meeting, Cllr Morton proposed they be accepted as a true record, this was 

seconded by S Whiting and agreed by all. 

 

4. Review Progress of actions from meeting held on 4th January 2021 

 

The Clerk provided an update on progress of the actions, as follows: 

 

Item 

No: 
Action Due by Progress Owner 

3 Upload approved December meeting minutes to 

website 

 Actioned Clerk 

5 Pass relevant information re A34 bridge at Tothill 

to Cllr Thacker 
 Actioned Cllr Carrow 

7 Respond to email re cleaning of war memorial  Actioned Cllr Carrow 

9 Obtain more detail on Greenmantle planning 

application 
 No further 

action 

required 

Cllr 

Crowley 

11 Contact Chief & Deputy Planning Officers re 

Falcon appeal and SHELLA 
 Actioned Cllr Izett 
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12 Complete final version of Litterwarden Risk 

Assessment and circulate for approval 
 Actioned Cllr Wason 

14 Advise grant applicant of decision  Actioned Clerk 

15 Submit Lengthsman schedule for 11th January 2021 8/1/21 Actioned Clerk 

19 New email addresses to be shared  Actioned Clerk 

20 BACS Payments to be processed  Actioned Cllr Carrow 

20 Amend budget 21/22  Actioned Clerk 

20 Submit Precept Request 31/1/21 Actioned Clerk 

21 Register for CilCA course  Actioned Clerk 

21 Submit new Register of Members of Interest forms  Ongoing All those 

outstanding 

 

 

On discussion it was agreed that there was no further action required re Item 9 – “Obtain 

more detail on Greenmantle Planning Application” and that this would be considered a 

completed action. 

 

The Clerk reminded those who had not submitted Register of Members Interest Forms 

to B&DBC to do so. 

 

5. Councillor Vacancy 

 

Cllr Carrow welcomed Julian Parkes to the meeting, following introductions it was 

proposed that he be Co-opted to fill the Councillor Vacancy – this was agreed by all.  

Mr Parkes remained in the meeting as an observer but did not participate in any 

decisions as his Declaration of Acceptance form would be completed at a later date. 

 

6. County Councillor Report 
 

Cllr Thacker reported that: 

 

Tothill 

 

Cllr Carrow advised Cllr Thacker that he had been advised by Highways England that 

they considered the issue of parking on the A34 bridge at Tothill to be within the remit 

of B&DBC and HCC.  Cllr Thacker confirmed he had made contact with Hampshire 

Highways to establish further information regarding the issue of parking on the A34 

bridge at Tothill.  They had indicated there had been a proposal for Hampshire 

Highways to put double yellow lines on the bridge, however there continue to be 

uncertainty with regards to responsibility.  Cllr Thacker suggested that residents should 

raise concerns direct with him.   



 

Chairman Signature: ………………………………………….Date:  ………………………………………………. 

He would be writing to Highways England to raise concerns regarding a specific patch 

of muddy land in the same area and suggested the Parish Council could do likewise. 

 

Household Waste Recycling Facility 

 

Cllr Thacker noted that the extension permitting continued access to the Newtown Road 

facility was due to expire on 1st July 2021.  He understood that Cllr Humby would be 

receiving the results of a feasibility study on two potential sites in the Kingsclere area. 

 

Local Elections 

 

He had received an update from the Monitoring Officer indicating that the local 

elections were likely to proceed in May, together with the Police & Crime 

Commissioner elections.  He understood that guidance would be issued to advise 

against leafleting households.  Cllr Carrow shared his concerns on the likely impact 

that would have with regards to the Neighbourhood Plan referendum and how it would 

restrict the ability to remind parishioners of its purpose and content. 

 

Cllr Thacker invited questions: 

 

Cllr Carrow reported that no work had taken place on Rosemore Lane or Ox Drove and 

Broken way Fords, despite signs being put up and information shared on the One 

Network to indicate there would be.  Cllr Thacker explained that this may be due to 

where the One Network obtained its information from.  He would make enquiries to 

discover why the Ice signs had not been removed. 

 

Cllr Carrow shared his frustrations with the recently shared Local Transport Plan 

Consultation, emphasising that those were his personal opinions and that it would be 

fully discussed later in the meeting.  He felt it had failed to recognise how business was 

fundamental to prosperity or the impact to rural communities. Cllr Thacker explained 

there was also a regional plan looking at the effect extra housing would have on local 

traffic.  He thanked Cllr Carrow for raising his concerns and understood there were 

additional matters that HCC needed to address. 

 

7. Parishioners’s open time 

 

There were no Parishioners present or comments raised. 

 

8.       Chairman’s comments 

 

Cllr Carrow had no additional comments to raise. 

 

9      Coronavirus 
 

Cllr Carrow reported that he had received no further calls requiring any action and that 

he understood that the local vaccination program was progressing well. 
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10. Borough Councillor Report 

 

Cllr Izett reported on: 

 

 Local Elections 

 

He understood that the Deputy Chief Executive with responsibility for elections was 

awaiting further clarification and would then be able to provide an update on current 

guidance. Cllr Izett recognised the difficulties the uncertainty presented with regards to 

the Neighbourhood Plan referendum. 

 

Climate Change & Air Quality Strategy 

 

The 10 year strategy would be adopted by B&DBC on 9th February and contained 6 

categories: 

 

• Action by all 

• Buildings 

• Transport 

• Zero Carbon Electricity 

• Waste & Consumption 

• Natural Environment & Offsetting 

 

He felt that ground level actions should be encouraged. 

 

Covid-19 

 

Cllr Izett reported that statistics were showing that the pandemic was being kept under 

control locally, whilst North Hants Hospital admissions were up slightly to 249, there 

was a significant reduction in the number of cases to 251 per 100,000, compared to 377 

in the previous week. 

 

Household Waste Recycling Facility 

 

Cllr Izett had been in contact with Cllr Mellor regarding the continued access to the 

Newtown Road Recycling Centre once the 12 month temporary extension had expired.  

He understood there would soon be a decision following the feasibility study on the 

two potential sites in Kingsclere.  He understood that Cllr Webb would be writing to 

Cllr Humby. 

 

Interim Transport Strategy 

 

Cllr Izett had recently attended a presentation by Hants CC on the strategy for 

Highways around Basingstoke for the next ten years, noting that it would only be an 

interim strategy until the Local Plan update was in place.  He was reassured to learn 

that work was being done ahead of the proposed 15,000 homes at Manydown.  

Consultation was taking place with West Berkshire Council  with regards to the A339.   

 

Cllr Carrow raised his concerns regarding the Local Transport Plan consultation which 

would be discussed in a later agenda item, for which Cllr Izett agreed to remain. 
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11. Planning applications received since 4th January 2021 

T/00654/20/TPO  Little Acre Pinewood Drive Newtown 

Tree removal and Pruning 

Cllr Morton provided an overview. 

Response: No objections 

 

T/00042/21/TPO 1 Sandham Gardens, Burghclere, RG20 9AW 

Oak Prune 

Cllr Morton provided an overview, noting that this had been received after publication 

 of the agenda but required a response before the March meeting. 

Response: No objections 

 
 

21/00001/HSE Ayresfield, Ayres Lane Burghclere RG20 9HG 

            Erection of first floor front extension and two storey side/rear extension 

 

 Cllr Carrow provided an overview. 

Response: No objections 

 

20/02732/HSE 4 Weir Vale Cottages Old Burghclere RG20 9NR 

Erection of part single and part two storey side and rear extensions following 

demolition of existing porch with associated internal alterations and external paving 

and level changes and erection of a boundary fence. 

Cllr Carrow provided an overview. 

Response: No objections 

 

20/02982/LDPO  4 Weir Vale Cottages Old Burghclere RG20 9NR 

Certificate of lawful development for the proposed erection of a car barn outbuilding. 

Cllr Carrow provided an overview. 
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Response: On discussion it was agreed that a response would be submitted 

explaining that the Parish Council was content as long as it confirmed with permitted 

development regulations. It was noted that the drawing and the on-site construction are 

again shown but do not align.  Cllr Carrow would prepare text for submission by the 

Clerk. 

21/00149/HSE and 21/00150/LBC Kewell Cottage 

Erection of porch, alterations to garden room, replacement windows, restoration of 

fireplace and re-point chimney 

Cllr Carrow provided an overview, noting that this had been received after publication 

 of the agenda but required a response before the March meeting. 

Response: No objections 

20/03487/LBC  Portal Hall, Burghclere, RG20 9HW 

Removal and replacement in same openings of 7 no. existing windows to match 

historic original window designs. 

 

Cllrs noted that this application had been submitted, but the Parish Council would not 

be submitting a comment. 

 

12.      Planning 
 

Neighbourhood Plan update 

Cllr Carrow reported that he had made a couple of small amendments with the 

agreement of B&DBC who have been working on the maps.  He had received all the 

maps, except for 2, which would need checking.  The officer responsible was on leave 

until 8th February.  

 

He advised Cllrs that a key issue was whether the referendum and elections on 6 May 

would proceed, and explaining that the Parish Council would be able to inform locals 

about the plan, but must do so in a non-partisan way, using methods such as the parish 

magazine and nextdoor.com, together with leaflet drops (should those be permitted).   

 

Cllr Carrow went on to advise Cllrs that another factor relating to 6 May would be 

legislation around virtual meetings, when the current dispensation runs out. He had 

discussed this with the Clerk, who had also engaged with HALC and other clerks.  He 

advised Cllrs of his intention to continue to hold meetings virtually until all were 

comfortable or have government guidance that it was safe to do otherwise.  He felt that 

a mix of virtual and in-person may be one outcome in future.  This meant the question 

of when/if an Annual Assembly could be held remained unresolved. 

 

13. Local Transport Plan Consultation 

 

Cllr Carrow gave a brief overview of this document that had been shared prior to the 

meeting. He felt that the individual themes when taken separately were acceptable, 

however considered them not to be a sound basis for a Transport Plan.  
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 It failed to recognise that business and the free movement of traffic were fundamental 

to overall prosperity.  It was agreed that Cllr Carrow would circulate screenshots of the 

consultation to enable further consideration.  

 

14. Documents for Review and Agreement 

 

 The following documents had been circulated prior to the meeting: 

 

• Litterwarden Risk Assessment –  final version 

Cllr Canning proposed this be adopted, this was seconded by Cllr 

Morton and agreed by all.   

 

• Email Policy  

 Cllr Whiting proposed this be adopted, this was seconded by Cllr 

 Morton and agreed by all. 

 

• Code of Conduct – LGA 2020 

Cllr Crowley proposed the Model Councillor Code of Conduct 2020 be 

adopted, this was seconded by Cllr Carrow and agreed by all. 

 

• Asset Register 

 On discussion it was agreed that there needed to be further clarification 

 re bus shelters. 

 

• Planning Working Group Terms of Reference 

 Cllr Crowley proposed this be adopted, this was seconded by Cllr 

 Morton and agreed by all. 

 

    

15. Footpaths report  

 

Cllr Carrow reported that the footpath closure to the bridge in Sydmonton Common 

had been extended as repairs had not yet been scheduled by Countryside Services.  The 

new metal swing gate to replace the stile in the field off West St will be delivered on 

5th February.  It would then require the commissioning and mounting of the “Ethna’s 

Gate” plaque before its installation.  One stile behind Dodds Farm had reported to be 

in poor condition and Cllr Carrow thanked the Whitings for its repair.   

 

16. Hampshire 2050 Climate Change 

Cllr Carrow reported that he had received Sustainable Overton’s guide, although 

unfinished, he felt it to be excellent.  He would be working with Cllrs Wason and 

Crowley at developing ideas that might gain traction in the Parish.  However, he noted 

that it would be difficult to generate enthusiasm until it was possible to meet in person.  
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He hoped that the Annual Assembly might provide a good opportunity to launch this 

initiative, should it take place. 

 

17. Parish Website & IT 

 

Cllr Crowley thanked everyone for their feedback, reporting that were still a few final 

amendments required before it would go live during the following few days.  He 

intended to provide a further update during the later meeting of Pinder Recreation Trust.  

 

18. Accounts 

 

To review and approve monthly payments and bank reconciliation 

The Clerk had previously circulated the payments for February for approval, together 

with invoices and supporting paperwork and as detailed below.  These were approved 

for payment via BACS. 

 

Budget Section  Date Details  Cheque Amount  

Expenditure         

Salary/PAYE 01/02/2021 F Knott - Litterwarden SO £453.44 

Salary/PAYE 01/02/2021 J Letsome - Salary  BACS £520.00 

Courses/Admin 01/02/2021 J Letsome - Expenses  BACS £41.72 

Salary/PAYE 01/02/2021 HMRC re F Knott PAYE BACS £90.60 

Other 01/02/2021 Whiting BACS £360.00 

Other 01/02/2021 Pinder Recreation Trust BACS £1,065.00 

    £2,530.76 

 

 

 

Cllr Morton questioned if the Hedge Cutting payment should have been for the increased 

amount of £500, however on discussion it was noted that the higher figure had been approved 

for payment in the 21/22 budget. 

 

The Clerk had previously circulated a bank reconciliation completed to 26th January 2021, 

together with the bank statement and showing: 

 

• A balance in the Treasurers account of £11822.34 

• The balance in the Business Bank Instant Account stood at £6803.73. 

• The balance in the Newbury Building Society account stood at £19292.87 

 

To review current budget & cashflow summary 

 

This had previously been circulated to all Councillors and it was noted that there were 

no significant changes since the previous month.  The Clerk advised Cllrs that there 

was an underspend in the grants budget of approximately £1100. 
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19. Clerk’s Report 

 

The Clerk had previously circulated an email from a Parishioner raising concerns about 

pavement parking.  On discussion, it was agreed that a request for considerate parking 

should be included in a future edition of the parish magazine. 

Another Parishioner had raised concerns about a van parked in Harts Lane, the Clerk 

confirmed she had reported this to B&DBC as a potential abandoned vehicle.  

She also advised Cllrs that an email had been received from a new Sergeant for the 

Basingstoke Rural Team based at Tadley, establishing contact and with an offer to 

share up to date contact details for the team.  The Clerk would share this with all Cllrs 

when it was received.   

 

 

20. Future Meetings 

 

The following meeting dates were agreed for the remainder of 2021: 

 

Monday 1st March 

Monday 12th April 

Monday 10th May  

Monday 7th June 

Monday 5th July 

Monday 6th September 

Monday 4th October 

Monday 1st November 

Monday 6th December 

Annual Assembly 

Monday 24th May (subject to government guidance re Covid-19) 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Chairman Signature: ………………………………………….Date:  ………………………………………………. 

Actions from February Meeting: 

 

 

Item 

No: 

Action Due by Progress Owner 

3 Upload approved January meeting minutes to 

website 
  Clerk 

5 Clerk to ensure necessary documentation is 

completed and submitted re co-option of Julian 

Parkes – and set up email address. 

  Clerk 

11 Clerk to submit responses to Planning Applications   Clerk 

13 Share Screenshots re Travel Plan Consultation   Cllr Carrow 

14 Upload approved documents to website   Clerk 

14 Clarify number of bus shelters for asset register   Clerk 

18 BACS Payments to be processed   Cllr Carrow 

19 Include piece re considerate parking in future 

Monthly News 
  Clerk 

19 Share details re Sergeant and rural police team with 

Cllrs when available 
  Clerk 

 

 

 

 
 


